Proposed initiatives for healthy children orphaned by AIDS.
The epidemiology of AIDS has changed greatly in recent years and increasing numbers of poor, minority women with children now contract HIV/AIDS. As infected women succumb to AIDS, many of their children become orphans. The paper explores the ability and appropriateness of the current child welfare system to care for healthy children orphaned by AIDS, and the likelihood of adoption for this population. The study includes a wide-ranging literature review of information about children orphaned by AIDS, and relevant information about the child welfare system, including racial bias. To determine current support for children orphaned by AIDS, the author surveyed social service departments and private agencies in eight major cities about programs available. Based on this information, the author proposes a series of policy initiatives aimed at alleviating the flight of children orphaned because of AIDS.